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Executive Summary

Weddings outside the auspices of the official State Rabbindtke number of respondents who do not
want Orthodox weddings for themselves or for their children increase dramatically from 37% in 2015 to
47% this year. Among secular Isradews, 78% (i.e. 4 out of 5) are not interested in having Orthodox
weddings.

Core curricular studies requirementg&n unlawful exemption from core curricular studies. 82% of the
Jewish public supports requiring State funded uffrahodox schools to teaamathematics English,
science, and civics. 72% suppwithholdinggovernment funding from schools that refuse to teach the
core curriculum.

Support for separationThe public's support for separating religion and state continues to rise. 63%
expressed thir support for separation, compared to 61% during the past two years and 55% in most
previous surveys.

Government funding for yeshivascut it! The government budget for yeshivas was doubled. 79% of the
Jewish public believes this budget should be cdaddB9%), or cut down to a quarter or half of its
current size (40%).

Demand for a pluralistic Western Wali5% of the Jewish population say they would visit and use a
pluralistic Western Wall plaza area. Of these, 34% would prefer it, and 21% woulddprablem
using it if it were to become a designated pluralistic prayer space.

Kashrut outside the auspices of the official State Rabbin&#% of the Jewish public favors

establishing an open market for kashrut supervision and dissolving the Rabgimatrbpoly on

kashrut. Of them, 51% support opening the kashrut market to organizations of all Jewish streams, and
29% favor only opening the kashrut market to Orthodox organizations.

A Religious Freedom political partyg?% of secular Israeli Jews and 3&%he public responded that
there is a very high or somewhat high probability that they would vote for a potential, newly established
political party which would work towards religious freedom and equality of civic burden.

Ultra-Orthodox Jews support empyee benefits.Surprisingly, 52% of Shas and United Torah Judaism
voters support the government giving preference to those who are working or seeking work when it
comes to receiving government benefits.
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The Shas party is satisfie81% of the Jewish kseli public is not satisfied with the government's
religion and state activities. Shas is the only party with a majority of voters who expressed satisfaction
with the government in this arena.

Yeshiva study is not a livelihood@9% of the Jewish public airefavor of all ultraOrthodox men
entering the workforce (37%) or significantly reducing the number of @ithodox yeshiva students in
Israel (42%).

Civic service is a musifter the Knesset's reversal of the conscription t88% of the Jewish puibl
and 91% of the notaredi public believe that all yeshiva students or most yeshiva students must serve
in Israel's armed forces or do some form of national service.

This publication was made possible through a generous grant

from the Stanley, Marion, Paul and Edward Bergman Foundation

and support from the Israel Religious Expression Platform
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Dear Index Readers,

We've gone through a very challenging year in matters of religion and state in Israel. The
Knesset passed a law that exempted yeatlstudentdrom military serviceand another
exempting government funded ultr@rthodox schools from teaching core curricular subjects.
The state budget for yeshivas was doubled, and the government's income support for non
working yeshiva students wassumed even though it was already declared illegal twice by the
Supreme Court. Toward the end of the year, the long negotiated Kotel compromise collapsed
after being agreed to by all parties, because the Haredi leadership threatened the continued
existenE 2F bSGlyelKdzQa O2FfAdA2y AT KS ¢g2dA R AYL
dictated by the Haredi parties)lowing State operated and State fundetkvaot[ritual baths]

to deny services to Reform and Conservative converts, against an exjpiigtof the Supreme
Court to the contrary, only in order tassert that Israel would not accord any legitimacy to
Reform and Conservativand toteach the Supreme Court a lessdetting it know its place!

One of the 2016 Israel Religion & State Index's most
prominentfindingsis the public's (including the majority of
voters for the civil parties that comprise the government
coalition) absolute rejection of the government's surrender

One of the 2016 Index's
most prominent themes
is the public's rejection of

the ultra-Orthodoxparties’ political blackmail. 82% sfraeli | the government's
Jewssupport mandating the state funded ult@rthodox surrender to the ultra
schools to teach mathematics, English, science and civics.| Orthodox parties'

of the public (and 83% of Likud party voters) favors blackmail. 82%support
compulsory military or civilian serviéer all or most yeshiva | mandating the state
students. 79% of the public believes state funding for funded ultra-Orthodox

yeshivas should be cancelled (39%) or at least significantlyl schools to teach

decreased (40%). mathematics, English,

Hiddush is pleased to present the findings of the 2016 Israd Science and civics
Religion & State Index, the most corepensive and
systenatic annual study of its kinadonducted by Hiddussince its inception in 2009he Index

is used by policymakers, opinion molders, analysts in both Israel and the Diaspora, as well as
NGOs and the general publidothing compares witthe Index in its monitoring and analysis of
religious freedom and equality of civic burden in Israel.

Since the Index's inception, Hiddush Vice President of Research and Information Shahar llan
served asts editor and analyst. Mr. llan took seven yeafsfoom his impressive career in
journalism to dedicate himself to civil serviaeHiddush He greatly contributed to the Index's
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professionalism, integrity, reliability, aratcessibility This was Mr. Ilan's final Religion & State
Index, as he has noreturned to mainstream journalism asSenior Correspondent at

"Calcalist." While we are sad to see him go, we wish the greatest success, and know that he will
continue contributing to Israeli society. The Index, of course, will continue with the same
integrity and professionalism in the years to come.

Hiddush's primary emphasis recent years has bedghe advancement of marriage freedom in
Israel, which is consistently supported by the overwhelming majority of the Israeli public. One

of the 2016 Index's ngi striking findings is the dramatic increase in the percentage of
respondents who would prefer not to have Orthodox weddings for themselves or their children,
which rose from 37% in 2015 to 47% this year. Among secular Israeli Jews, 78% (i.e. 4 in 5) are
not interested in having Orthodox wedding ceremonies.

This result is nothing less than revolutionary. It's not merely about theoretical support for
marriage freedom, which is important in and of itself, but rather a matter of personal
preference. Gone arthe days when the religious establishmenepresentativesould argue

that the Israeli public prefers Orthodox marriages. One of every two Israeli Jews, and four out
of five secular Jews would prefer to get married outside the auspices of the offia@dl Ch
Rabbinate. This broad public suppart both Israel and the Diaspora, will hopefudby

translated intoactivesupportfor the battle forfreedom ofmarriage in Israel. The civil political
parties sitting in the coalition and the oppositianll hopeiully cease theireprehensible

surrender to the ultraOrthodox parties and jointly pass a freedom of marriage law in Israel.

A clear message emerged from the Index for Israel's centrist antkéafing parties, and
perhaps also fothoseon the right, for38% of the Jewish public said it would likely or very
likely vote for a new political party th@romotesreligious freedom and equality. This includes
54% of secular and 35% of traditional JeWse heads of all Israeli civil partissouldnote this
striking response; there is no doubt that it is indicative of the public's support for religious
freedom and equality of civic burden, and its desire to see a political party pursue these
principles with determination and serious commitment. The governmeatitton parties sell

off the public's religious freedoms for a mess of political porridge, and the opposition parties
carefully avoid antagonizing the ult@rthodox parties, hoping to gain their support in forming
afuture left-leaning coalition. The 2016dex should serve as a warningatb ofthe civil

political parties, for the secular public clearly expects them to take a decisive stand and effect
positive changes in Israel's religion and state arena.

We have called again and again for the establishtvof a civil government without parties that
support state empowered religious coerciamhich supportghe integration of ultraOrthodox
Israelis into the armed forces and labor market, @angportsthe implementation of core
curricular studies in statkinded ultraOrthodox schools. In recent years, 66% of respondents
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have consistently expressed their support fagavernmentwithout the ultraOrthodox parties,
and this crosses political lines. 69% of voters for the civil coalition parties (LikudyKYismrael
Beiteinu) and 87% of voters for the opposition parties (The Zionist Union, Yesh Atid, and
Meretz) would prefer such a government. Unfortunately, the previous Ligddyovernment
coalition that included Yesh Atid and the Jewish Home fell aparhaturely. That coalition's
limited achievements in matters of religion and state have all been reversed by the current
government, and Prime Minister Netanyahu consistently kowtows to the whims of his ultra
Orthodox coalition partners.

None of thiswas decreed by Heaven. It is possible and necessary to establish a civil government
to create the necessary civil revolution in Isra®henthe civil political partiesfinally realize

LANI St Q& dz2NBSy G vy StBeRwilfb2 alle kpasd thé@redessay2pi@@Ndf Y Sy
legislation in the realm ateligiousfreedom andcivic burden. When this happeff#ally, and
unfortunately later than it could havieeen), the promise of Israel's Declaration of

Independence of religious freedom and equalityl be realized.

With blessings from Hiddush
Freedom of religion and equality,

el ol

Stanley Gold  Rabbi Uri Regev, Esq.

Chairman CEO
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Marriage Freedom

A revolution: Nearly half of the Jewish Israeli public prefers r@mthodox weddings

The 2016 Index indicates a dramatic increase in the percentage of respondents who would prefer not to
have Orthodox wedding ceremonies for themselves or tbiildren, from 37% in 2015 to 47% this year.
Of these, 26% prefer civil marriage, 15% prefer Reform or Conservative weddings, and 6% prefer

cohabitation with no official marriage. These responses assume that Israeli law would officially recognize
all of these alternatives.

Preferred form of marriage for yourself and
your children in2015

Asuming all forms are recognized by law

m Orthodox wedding

19% Reform or Conservative
wedding

Civil marriage
10%

1 Cohabitation without
marriage

Preferred form of marriage for yourself and
your children in 2016

Asuming all forms are recognized by law

m Orthodox wedding

26% Reform or Conservative
wedding

15% Civil marriage

m Cohabitation without
marriage
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This question is of great importance because it reflects a personal preference, rather than theoretical
support for marriage freedom. Opponents of marriage freedom in Israel often claim that if civil marriage
were made legal in Ised, most Israelis would still not choose it. The increasing number of Israelis who
indicated their preference to get married outside the auspices of the Chief Rabbinate underscores that
this argument is becoming less and less true with every passing year.

Only 53%, slightly more than half, are interested in having Orthodox weddings, compared with 63%
(nearly two-thirds) in the previous Index.

Among secular Israeli Jews, 78% (i.e. 4 in 5) are not interested in having Orthodox weddings; and among
immigrantsfrom the former Soviet Union, 74% do not prefer it. Among-ftaredi Jews (including

secular Jews, traditional Jews, and Zionist Orthodox Jews) more than half would prefer not to have
Orthodox wedding ceremonies2%.

Preferred form of marriage by secular Israeli
Jewish respondents
Assuming all forms are recognized by law

Civil marriage
45%

Reform or
Conservative
Wedding
21%
Cohabitation
Orthodox without marriage
wedding 12%
22%
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Prefer to get marriage
outside the Chief Rabbinate

Given the current legal reality, by religiosity

56%

Among traditional Jews, there meins a gap between their principles and their personal preferences:
62% support all forms of marriage, but only 34% (one third) would prefer to get married outside the
auspices of the Chief Rabbinate, and 66% (two thirds) prefer Orthodox wedding ceremuoritas

regard, traditional Jews are much like Likud voters. 63% of Likud voters support state recognition of all
forms of marriage, but 67% would prefer to have Orthodox weddings for themselves. Among ultra

Orthodox and Zionist Orthodox Jews, nearl9%Oprefer to have Orthodox weddings for themselves and
their children.

Support for recognition of
all religious streams
The civil political parties

9% 98%

89%

83%
71%

Total Likud Zionist  Yesh Atid Kulanu Yisrael Meretz
Union Beiteinu
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This question has been repeated in every Religion & State Index, and its contkxtig aealityin

which the State of Israel would recognize Orthodox marriages, civil marreggseligious non

Orthodox marriages (Reform and Conservative) equally. In this Index, we also asked the respondents
about their preferences in the current reality, in which the State of Israel only recognizes Orthodox
marriagesvhen marriage iperformedin Israel, but also recognizes civil marriagéen performed

abroad.

Inthe currentlegal reality, 67% of respondents would prefer to have Orthodox weddings ceremonies for
themselves, and 33% would prefer another alternative: 23% (almost one quartern) woobse civil

marriages performed abroad (17%) or not having a wedding at all (6%). 10% would prefer a private
wedding ceremony unrecognized by the State and not registered by the Interior Ministry. Even given the
current reality in which the Chief Rabhie has a monopoly on State recognizZevishmarriages in

Israel, the majority of secular Jews (56%) prefer to forgo Orthodox wedding ceremonies. Notably, among
Zionist Orthodoxeligious moderates a quarter (26%) would prefer weddings outside the agspicke

Chief Rabbinate, 16% of which prefer private weddings in Israel (likely, private Orthodox weddings) not
registered via the Chief Rabbinate.

It is important to note that only 1-87% of Jewish marriages registered with the State are performed
abroad(most of these are couples with one partner who is not Jewish according to the Orthodox Chief
Rabbinate). That is to say, given the Chief Rabbinate's monopoly, the public's preference for weddings
performed outside of the Rabbinate challenged by countgressures and consideratioeach as: the
preferences of the couples' relatives, the preference for weddings that are both legal and valid
according to traditional Jewish law, the (baseless) concern that alternative weddings will somehow
affect the religous status of the children, and the comfort of being "like everyone else."

Preferred form of alternative marriage

Among the23% of respondents who would prefer to get
married outside the Chief Rabbinate

Civil wedding Orthodox
59%

wedding outside
the Rabbinate

9%
onservative
Wedding
7%
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27% of respondents said they would prefer weddings outside the auspices of the Rabbinate (with or
without civil marriages abroad). What kinds of ceremonies? 3 in 5 (59%) would pirgferedding
ceremonies, much more than those who would prefer #@rihodox religious ceremonies (Reform and
Conservative). 25% would prefer to have Reform weddings, 7% would prefer Conservative weddings,
and 9% would prefer Orthodox weddings outside the auspices of the Rabbinate.

As forthe fundamental annual Index questiomeasuringpublic support for official state recognition of
all forms of marriage, including Reform, Conservative, civil and Orthdatleemainedhigh: 66% (last
year it was 64%). Among secular Jews, support stands at 90%, and among traditional Jevts suppor
stands at 62%. There was a significant diffessin support between women and men; 72% of women
supportedofficial state recognition of all forms of marriageersus 59% of men.

Among voters for the civil political parties in Israel's government coal)i63% of Likud, 71% of Kulanu,

and 83% ofsrael Beiteinu voters (an average of 69% among all three) expressed their support for State
recognition of all forms of marriage. 77% of voters for the urdhodox parties and the Zionist

Orthodox Jewish Hoenparty were opposed. The difference among right leaning and left leaning
respondents was large, likely due to the fact that most Orthodox voters identity as right leaning. 55% of
right leaning voters are opposed to recognition of all forms of marriagepaned to 85% of centrists

and 100% of left leaning voters who support it.

12
HIDDUSH - FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND €QUALITY Inm\m TIJ'IID!I' mnw nT waiml - whn
18 Ha'uman St. Jerusalem 94320 Israel 94320 D"IWIT 18 NN ‘M
Tel: 077-530-4131 Email: info@hiddush.org info@hiddush.org :9”N1T 077-530-4131 :na%w

Fax: 077-530-4130 Web: www.hiddush.org www.hiddush.org.il 1NN 077-530-4130 :0pD



y))
HIDDUSH l\ WITN
FOR R€LIGIOUS FREEDOM AND €QUALITY W NT waiml

Religious Freedom

Support for separation of religion and state continues to increase
63% of the public is in support

Asinthe pastindes ¢S YSI adzZNBR 020K adzLJL2 NI F2NJ aCNBSR2Y 2
the Declaration of Independence] and for separation of religion and state. As we see, in spite of the
similaritybetween the two, different people understand these concept$edéntly and respond to them

differently. Support for the separation of religion and state continues to rise. This year, 63% of

respondents voiced their support, compared to 61% in the previous two years, and 55% in most

previous surveys. 87% of seculawdeand 76% of immigrants from the former Soviet Union are in

support, but 82% of Orthodox respondents are opposed. 98% of Meretz voters, 86% of Zionist Union

voters, and 80% of Yesh Atid voters support the separation of religion and state in Israebnfadigliti

33% of Jewish Home voters, 21% of Shas voters, and 15% of United Torah Judaism voters voiced their
support. Most likely, these supporters believe that such a separation would be good for religion itself.

Support for separation of religion and state
by year

67%

62%

57%

52%

2015 2016

Israel's conflict between the right and lgfoliticalwings ranked higher than Israel's Harsdcular

conflict for the second year in a row, among a list ai NJn&st diffidultsocietaltensions. 67% of
respondents answered that the political dispwtes either the most severe or second most severe; 58%
said the same about the religious conflict. In the early years of the Index, the ka@dar tensions

were ranked the most severe conflict in Israel, as expressed by more than 70% of respondents. Th
tensions between right leaning and left leaning Israelis ranked second, as expressed by less than 50%.
The conflict between the rich and the poor wasted by only 24% of respondents, and the conflict
between Ashkenazi and Sephardi Jews was noted by 29%.
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The most difficult tensions

in Israeli Jewish society
Primary and secondary tensions have been aggregated

Sephardi v. Ashkenaz— 2%

Rich v. poor _ 24%
Uitra-Orthodor v. seculor N 5

ctieanng v. i o

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

84% of the Jewish public supports the full realization of religious freedom and conscience in Israel, as
promised by its Declaration of Independence. Support for religious freedom has remained stable since
2011, ranging from 83% to 86%. Among secuars,)95% are in support, as are 87% of-kamedi
JewsNearly halfof the ultraOrthodox population is in suppo#8%) but this is a decrease from last

year (56%). Even among Zionist Orthodox Jews, support fell from 73% to 67%.

Agree / Disagree that freedom of religion and

conscience should be established in Israel
by religiosity

& Disagree = Agree

Ultra-Orthodox |M
Zionist Orthodox w
Traditional W
Secular %

Total W
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The Liberal Streams

55%: We would pray at a pluralistic Kotel plaza

The outgoing year was marked hgightenedbattles surrounding the matter of granting recognition

and equal status to the liberal denominations (Reform and Conservative). Thus, the 2016 Index includes
some rdated questions. The most prominent issue in this area was the Western Wall compromise,
which was agreed upon by the government, the liberal streams, and the Women of the Wall. At first, the
ultra-Orthodoxpolitical parties tacitly agreed to the compromjdmut following intensenternal pressure
theyturned their backto their originalconsentand replaced it with vehement opposition

12% of Index respondengdfiliated themselves with liberal Judaisn?% with Reform Judaism, and 5%

with Conservative Jadlsm. This is a considerable increase from last year's Index, in whigtil@gted

themselves with liberal Judaisn®% with Reform, and 4% with Conservative. On the one hand,

affiliatingwith one of the liberal streams usually does not indicate regsyaagogue attendance,

congregational membershipr paying synagogue dues. On the other hand, the question uses strong

wording: "affiliateyourselE.  NJ G KSNJ G K| y & A RES yTiIZAND efhygtilciiHaE D@ I ¢ & dzLILJ:
respondents associate themselves with one of the liberal streams indicates their growing acceptance in

the public's mind.

Affiliation with a liberal stream
(Reform & Conservative

According to self affiliation, by year

m 2015 2016

7%

FENS

Reform Conservative Total

66% of the Jewish public supports the Western Wall compromise, which assigasithern section of
the Westen Wall area known as Robinson's Arch as a pluralistic prayer space to be admirjatehed
with the liberal stream&nd Women of the WallAmong secular Jews, 88% support this, but 78% of
Zionist Orthodox and 96% of ult@rthodox Jews are opposed. Mbty, 25% of Reform and
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Conservative Jews voiced their opposition to the compromise, perhaps because they are loath to give up
their rights to pray in a manner that befits their beliefs at the original Western Wall plaza.

Among voters for the noreligiousCoalition parties, support for the compromise was fairly high,

including 65% of Likud voters, 71% of Kulanu voters, and 79% of Israel Beiteinu voters. In contrast, 84%
of voters for the ultraOrthodox parties are opposed to the compromiasare 80% of dwish Home

voters. This is despite the support of the Jewish Home party's leaders, not including Minister Uri Ariel,
for the agreement.

As with the issue of marriage freedom, Hiddush also added an additional, practical question on the
matter of the respondnts' personal preferences regarding the Western Wall: "If the Western Wall
compromise were to be implemented, allowing for ceremonies, prayers, and visits of men and women
together, without separation, in the new prayer plaza, which prayer plaza woulgngfer to use?"

45%, less than half of the respondents, answered that they would prefer to use the traditional plaza
with the gender separation fence. 34% would prefer the new pluralistic plaza, and 21% responded that
they would use both plazas. In totah% would use the pluralistic plaza, should the government's
agreement with the liberal streams and Women of the Wall be implemented.

Preferences on the Western Wall plazas

Both
21%

Traditional plaza
with gender
separation

45%
New, pluralistic

prayer plaza
34%

Among ultraOrthodox respondents, 100% would only use the traditional, gender separated plaza, as
would 98% of ZionigOrthodox respondents. However, 84% of secular Israelis would use the pluralistic
Kotel plaza, including 57% who would use it exclusively and 27% who would make use of both. About
half of traditional Jews would only use the traditional plaza with gendgrepation (49%), about a
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qguarter would only use the pluralistic plaza (26%), and a quarter would make use of both. It must be
noted, of course, that Orthodox Jews come to the Western Wall more often than secular Jews.

Support for the Western Wall compromise
by religosity
90% - \ =
80% - 66% .t 8%
70% +— \ i& \
60% - ) i
20% A § %
30% | o e R
20% Q . L\ 2\ 4%
10% | X . S
N NS
&60 <>’\é '\0& obo oa’d‘~
< & & &
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Noteworthy: even those Jews who associate themselves with Reform or Conservative Judaism are
divided upon the question of which plaza they would prefer to use. For the past 15 years, the alternative
prayer area at Robinson's Arch was used in a limitedagp&nown informally as the Conservative

Kotel (formally, it's known as 'Ezrat Yisraéiie area fordisrae€). Despite this, 44% of Conservative

Jews saitgheywould continue to use the traditional Western Wall prayer plaza, 40fb said they

would use both. Only 16% would exclusively use the pluralistic prayer plaza. Among Reform Jews, 41%
responded that they would only use the new plaza, 27% would use both plazas, and 32% (a third) would
continue to use the traditional plaza.

Among Zionist Orthodoxews, there was a clear distribution: virtually no Zionista-Orthodox Jews or
mainstream Zionist Orthodox Jews intend to use the new plaza. However, 42% of moderate Zionist
Orthodox Israelis would use the pluralistic plazd % would use it exclusivelgnd 31%wvould make use
of both plazas.

64% of respondents, nearly twhirds, believe Israel should grant equal status to the three major
streams of JudaismOrthodox, Conservative and Reform. 36% oppose this. This question was only
asked once before ithe Religion & State Index in 2009. That year, 63% supported granting equal status
to all of the major streams, indicating consistent, stable support for this issue. 90% of secular Jews
expressed their support, but 90% of Zionist Orthodox Jews and 9dktaaO©rthodox Jews are opposed.
Among those who lean left politically, 100% support equal status for the streams, as do 85% of political
centrists, but support drops to 40% on the right.
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Support for equal recognition of th& largest

religious streams in Judaism
by religiosity
90%

) &
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Opposition to equal recognition of th& largest

religious streams in Judaism
by subcategories in the Zionist Orthodox sector

Total Zionist Moderate Mainstream Zionist ultra-
Orthodox Zionist Zionist Orthodox
Orthodox Orthodox
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Kashrut

81% support ending the Chief Rabbinate's monopolykashrut certification

In the arena of kashrut, support for abolishing the Chief Rabbinate's monopoly has increasingly become
a matter of broad public consensus. 81% of the Jewish public favors opening the kashrut certification
market to competition and efiinating the Rabbinate's monopoly. 52% support opening the kashrut
certification market to competition from all streams of Judaism, and 29% support opening the market to
competition from exclusively Orthodox institutions.

Therefore,it seems that the HiglEourt's decision tinterpret the law as grantinthe Chief Rabbinate's
amonopoly on the use of the word "kosher 8 avell ason all words synonymous witbr alluding to

okoshere has not led the public to trust the Rabbinate any further. Among secules, 35% support
opening the kashrut certification market, including 80% who would like to see it opened to the non
Orthodox streams. 88% of traditional Jews also favor shivigthe Rabbinate's monopoly. Another
interesting survey result is the 60% leeéksupport among Zionist Orthodox Jews for opening the

kashrut market and dissolving the Rabbinate's monopoly, but the majority of these (55%) favor opening
the marketonly to exclusively Orthodox organizations. Even 41% of ZionistQltiteodox Jews arm

favor of ending the Rabbinate's kashrut monopoly.

Support opening the kashrut certification
market to comeptition
by religiosity
95 %
@A 84 %
2% 0% -
204 4 Open to all streams
29%
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Support opening the kashrut certification

market to comeptition
by coalition / opposition -

Coalition - Orthodox  Coalition - civil parties Opposition
parties
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Shabbat

Support for public transport on Shabbat continues to rise, reaching 73%

Support for the operation of public transportation on Shabbat continues to rise steadily. 73% of the
Jewish public supports operation on a full scale (23%) or atdesstimited scale(50%). This is in
comparison to 70% in 2014, 64% in 2013, and 582010. Among notHaredi Jews support reaches
79%, among secular Jews it is 96%, and among traditional Jews it stands at 71%.

Support for public transport on Shabbat
by religiosity

Available on limited basis m Available on full scale

06206

100% of Meretz voters support the operation of public transportation on Shabbat, as do 95% of Yesh
Atid and 93% of Zionist Unistoters. Even among voters for the civil coalition parties, support is fairly
high: Likud 74%, Yisrael Beiteinrt®0%, Kuland86%. Even a third aionistOrthodox Jews support

this measure (all of these favor operation on a limited scale). AmongsE@rthodox moderates,

support reaches 63% (almost twhbirds), among mainstream Zionist Orthodox Je88% (onethird),

and among Zionist ultr®rthodox Jews 20%.
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Support for public transport on Shabbat

by year

2016

Presumably, support for public transport on Shabbat is so high due to two main fatdks

compromise solution is available, allowing for operation of public transportation on a limited scale and
possibly on smaller service vehicles. Partial operation of transport on Shabbat received more than twice
the public support received by full opion of public transport on Shabbat. 2) The Israeli public is
aware of the clear social context for this particular religidate battle, which most disadvantages those
who cannot drive or afford their own vehicles: the poor, the elderly, the youngsante with special

needs.

Support for a Shabbat Compromise

by religiosity
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Over the years, several initiatives have been attempted to create a new status quo on Shabbat. The
latest is a propose&habbatill from 4 Members of Kness&bm boththe Coalition and the Opposition.
Theessence of the propasis secular Jews would give up large scale commerce on Shabbat, and
Orthodox Jews would agree to allow for cultural events and entertainment on Shabbat, as well as the
operation of restaurants, cafes and small convenience stores, which already ejifteia few places.
Additionally, public transport would be permitted on a limited scale.

Unfortunately, support for these initiatives is lower than one might expect. Only 57% voiced their
support, only 37% of which are strongly supportive. 43% are oppdsseems that this slight majority

of public support for these compromises is due to a resistance found across all sectors. 94% of ultra
Orthodox Jews and 70% of Zionist Orthodox Jews are opposed, despite the fact that many of those who
propose such iniatives are themselves Sabbath observant. Some 65% of secular and traditional Jews
(nearly twothirds) support such initiatives, but orthird of these sectors remain opposed. Among

Zionist Orthodox Jews, 63% of moderates expressed their support, butfai@instream Zionist

Orthodox Jews and 85% of Zionist ui@athodox Jews were opposed.

Support for a Shabbat compromise
by Zionist Orthodox sector subcategories
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